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P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response fo the Restriction Requirement mailed September 22, 2004» Applicants elect, 
with traverse, Group I (claims 1-9, and 13-15), drawn to methods of detecting bacterial cells in a 
sample through the use of bacteriophage. Additionally, with respect to the species election, 
Applicants elect, with traverse: 

a) "Salmonella spp." from the pathogens identified in claim 3. Claim 3 is readable 
upon this species. 

b) "a magnetic bead" from the substrates identified in claims 6 and 9. Claim 6 is 
readable upon this species. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for noting thatclaim 1 is generic. However, Applicants 
respectfully submit that claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 13-15 are generic to both the species of 
bacterial pathogen and the species of substrate elected; claim 3 is generic to the species of 
substrate elected; and claims 6 and 9 are generic to the species of bacterial pathogen elected. 

Applicants' Representatives reserve the right to pursue examination of the non-elected 
claims in continuation or divisional applications. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration 
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of the restrictions in this case and submit that the claims of both Group I and Group 11 can be 
readily searched and examined together without placing undue burden on the Examiner. 

The Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' Representatives, at the below-listed 
telephone number, if there arc any questions regarding this Response or if prosecution of this 
application may be assisted thereby. 
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